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Near East A ttracts

By ALBERT BRETON,

Vice-President Guaranty Trust Com-
pany of New Yoric

HE establishing of s Constanti-

nople branch of & hig New

York trust company (Nus-

trates the growing importance

of the Near East to American forsign

trade. Before the war the Unpited

States wus 8 negligible factor i tle

business life of Constantinople Today

oue will find four or five American

liners In the Golden Horn at all times

Then there are the Irregular visits of

American tremp steamers Today &

dozen [mportent American corpora-

tions have permanent offices there and

many other Americah concerns are
represented by local agents,

The impertance of Constantinople
rests upon its position &8 & center of
water transportation.

Imports into Constantinople Include
corn, iron, timber, woolens. gilks, jew-
elry, furniture, coffee. sugar, petro
leum, ceoitoa goods, machinery, etc
Dauring the year ending December B1,
1910, American exports tn Consrant!
nople amounted to $14.165,785 and her
exports to the United States amonunted
to $20.200.204. The principal commad-
ities Imported by this country were
Taw skins, oplum, wool, mohalr, hazel-
nuta, bazelnut kerpels, tobscce, ear-
pets and rugs, licorice, gum trage-
ecanth, rew furs, rose oll and sausage
ensings

The future possibilities of lmports

United States Tra

from and exports to the Eastern Med-
Iterranean, the Sea of Marmora and
the Black Bea ports from the United
States nre of almost unbellevable pro-
portiona,  These entire sections must
be fed, clothed end largely rehabilitat-
ed. The merchants of the Near East
have valoable raw products te sepd us
Io exchange for the goods so nrgently
needed—hoots and shoes, leather, rob-
ber, outer and under clothing for men
and wormnen, cutiery, cettonseed oll,
sugar, bar and band iron, nails, car
penters’ and machinists’ tools, asuto-
mobliesa, Jams and fats

The economic life of Smyrpa. In
Asia Minor, and the hinterland has
been retarded by the war. At present
thers I8 need of lumber, conl, machin-
ery, coiion goods, clothing, shoes and
certeln kinds of canoed goods The
market for luner and machinery has
not been developed extensively. Some
British coal 18 belug lmported. In por-
mal times the chlef exports from
Smyrna are tobacco, opinm, fBgs, car-
peta, lcorice root, smery stons, chrome
ore, valonla, realsing skins, eolive oll
and outs

Ausiria and Germany ence supplled
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FLOCKS OF\ i
SHEEP IN THE S ¥
GRAZING COUNTRY
OF ASIA MINQA.

the major part of the smell hardweare
trade In former Asiatic 'I.['urk-ey Thera
is a big demand now for all articles of
the kind Gernmany sod Austria-Huoop-
gary formerly wsupplied American
firrne, however, must expect keen com.
perition In view of the streogtheuned
British influence In the Levantl

The whole of Asia Minar !s almost

unexplored lerritory, &8 far Bs agri-
culture! machinery i8 concerned. gnd
the first comer in the market will have
a decided advantage. Live stuck has
alinost disappesred, owing to war op-
erallons As the draft animals re
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HARVESTING WHEAT
IN ASiA MINOR

and bullocks, the only type of agricul-
tursl machinery possible is lightwelght
merchinery.

American exports to Smyrrna from
Septemher, 161 to December, 1018,
amounted to about $AB00000  Ameri-
cnp lplerests represented directly atl
Smyrna are concerned chlefly with the
tobacce trade, mithough & oumber of
American firms engeged In geperal Im-
porting and exporting have Lheir of-
fices 1o the city

Anatolle Is practicelly a virgin flald
for all sorts of agricultural and minlog
machinery., forest exploitation, road

de

LUMBERING IN
, ROUMANIA ON THE
E\\\ SLOPES OF THE
; CARPATHIANS

nected with communientions and mo-
nictpal services, Including water sup
plies, electric light, etc.

American traders are just now be-
coming alive to the trade possibilities
of the country, for BPuigarla peeds
many things which America can pro-
vide, such as agricultural mach!nery.
tools, hardware, textiles, clothlng and
lenther goods. Bulgaria can export
hides and skins, wool, toharcro and
attar-of-roses. Exports amounting to
$3,426.588 were Involced at the Amert-
lran consulate of Sofla for the Unlred
States during the last quarter of 1019
Shipments of tobacco made op $8,157.-
A%0 of this total. For the eptire year
of 1914 American !mports from Bulga-
ria amounted to only $440.000.

The Roumanlan ofl flelds constitute

{
| textiles, clotking, glass, tollet articles,

ope of the ma'n resourves of the coun-

| oy, second only to agriculture Dur

|
t;oods In demand in Roumania as~

ete. The present lmports are largely
the fulfillment of orders placed befors
the slump I exchange. Roumanla |s
hndly in osed of ngricultural and engi-
neering machinery, road vehicles, loce-
motives and freight cara. As a rule,
tuvers In Roumania demand long cred-
In splte of the many difficnities of
| the moment. thosa lo close touch with
the Houmaolan situxtion are very opti-
mistie, “bullish arguments” for the fu-
ture belng based on the fertile soll, tha
great oll produoction and the extensive
foresis,
| Tha merchants avd traders of Amer-
feq are finding ancother Near Eastern
fleid of enterprise in Greece. In 1813
Greek exports to this country amount
el to about $3,000G00. In 1218 they
ued at more thap $185.000,000
rlcgn exports to Greece rose from
21200000 fn 1913 1o $21,.000.000 in 19146
tropping te $2,500,000 in 1018, with the
in war shipments of bread-
stuffs, iron and steel and leather,
The ports of northern Syrie are
Alexandretta and Belrut, Parcel post

it

were YH

decline

facilitles exist between the Unlted
States nnd Syris. Samples should be

<e¢nt when necessary, and prices and
diseount should be mentioned

Thers is an Increasing demand in
| Helrut for American-made products, as
the pecple are growlng wore accus-
tomed to them

The American consnl at Jerusalem
gends the followlng Information e
gerding the trade outlook ln the Holy
Land:

“Ope of the Palestinian ports will in

she futnre capture a larger part of
the trode of tha Mediterranean and
wostern Asia from the Heilespont to

from Halfa
norl
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aversing northers

northward thre
the Bazdad renll
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anching
(3eh-Syrisn plaln to
nad. the Hedias rallwny openin

+ of the Jordan, passing
felds of the

atretch

thrangzt
el whont Haarm
one Jday forward
veateh the rich territery limited by
F::,-;.‘. rates and Tlgris, raliwarss
bhahly stretehing along the coast of
Fratn Culro to the Cape, making
Jernsalem may he-
fing to Caleutta—
s apsns a prospest for the possl-
rios f Polestine that rests gpon A
cnitd foundution then the imag-

i ination
! Persia
| Near East to

now be pald.

There are no factorles or mines In
Persia apd only a few light rallways.
The capltalistic class Is represented by
awners of villages, houses saod shops;
labor {= represented by the peasants,
bhiacksmiths, tanpers, masons, butch-
ers, cotton workers and other artisans,
and ordinary government workers
form a small middle class,

It cannot be too strongly empha-
slzed that 1f America is to obtaln her
shere of trade In the Near East she
must establish herself now, otherwis:
the other Industrie]l natlons will be so
firmly Intrenched that the American
trader will find serious difficulties in
his path,

to

‘e
shntide that

i+ Lhe
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which attention must

maining are mostly lightweight Lorges

making &nd all kinds of projecta con-
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